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simply say that difficulties of this kind need not baffle us, and
I feel that we ought to get rid of this incubus of expert opinion
at every point. We are, after all, a poor country, and we are not
going to get the assistance of experts at every turn. I think that,
in India, we have intelligence enough to understand roughly what
we want without having the guidance of experts; and, in my
humble experience of things of the world, I have seen that,
when you go to experts, sometimes you founder, because one expert
says one thing, another expert says another. And when you come
to matters of finance, which are ordinarily too deep for humble
folk, these folk do not know which expert's opinion to take, so
that they cast lots and trust to the future, saying that they are
not going to be buffeted about by these experts. You find the
same thing in law, with all deference to the Lord Chancellor.

H H. THE MAHARAJA OF BiKANER     You are a distinguished lawyer your-
self

MR. GANDHI : That is why I speak from bitter experience. The
same is true of medicine. Heaven help us from medical men! Let
us get rid of these difficulties that experts cast for us. After all, if
we make any mistake, we ourselves will be the sufferers. But if
we tread upon this ground with fear lurking in our breast, we
shall not be able to evolve a scheme consistent with the dignity
of the great and ancient country that we are. I have therefore
simply explained my position as a very simple man before this
Committee, so that, when we have these informal conversations,
we may approach the question with fresh minds and not with
minds full of dread.

May I, as I conclude, respectfully suggest to the Princes that
they have come here with their experts also. They have brought
their best men here. I will trust myself to those experts, and use
my common sense judgment also if they dare to mislead me.
But I shall be entirely satisfied, and in a few hours come to a defi-
nite conclusion as to what I want and what I do not want.
Hence I remain absolutely convinced that we should either send
this thing to Lord Peel's Subcommittee, putting the burden on
them to come with a definite conclusion, or, instead of worrying
that Subcommittee, some of us should sit together and produce
a very humble agreed scheme with which we can start the finan-
cial part of the Federation.
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